Lesson Plan:

Allusions! &
“The Robots Are Coming”
Poem by Kyle Dargan / motionpoem by Julia Iverson
Lesson plan by Eric Doise
Time: at least 50 minutes

OBJECTIVES
In this lesson, students will:
1. learn about the purpose of allusion in a poem and its film adaptaion
2. analyze the ways that those allusions are built and what effect they have in both media
3. apply the lessons learned to writing a draft of a poem
MATERIALS
• “The Robots Are Coming,” the poem & the motionpoem: motionpoems.org/episode/therobots-are-coming/
• Interviews with poet Kyle Dargan and filmmaker Julia Iverson: vimeo.com/235980636
• Pen/paper or other writing implements
• “The Robots Are Coming” handout
Allusions are a useful way of adding meaning without adding words. Allusion: In A Poet’s
Glossary, Edward Hirsch defines “allusion” as “a passing or indirect reference to something implied
but not stated.” These things tend to be people, characters, events, places, or works external to the
work in which they appear and often rely on shared cultural knowledge. Because of this shared
knowledge, allusions can be an economic means for a poet to communicate a great deal. For
example, in “American Sonnet for my Past and Future Assassin,” when Terrence Hayes mentions
Charleston, he refers not just to the place but to the shooting of Walter Scott and the larger issue of
the treatment of black men by police in America.
ACTIVITIES
1. The Poem (20-25 mins): Have students read the “The Robots Are Coming” and answer, either in
small groups or in class discussion, the following questions:
a. What allusions can you find?
b. What meaning do those allusions add to the your understanding of the poem?
Now have the students read the handout.
c. What allusions did you miss?
d. What meaning do those allusions add to the your understanding of the poem?
2. The Film (20-25 mins): Watch the film adaptation of “The Robots Are Coming;” then watch the
interview with Dargan and Iverson. Then ask students to answer the following questions:
a. How does the film handle the allusions we looked at in the last exercise?
b. How does the film add to or subtract from those allusions?
c. Consider Iverson’s comments about discovering extra layers of story in the poem (related to
Gary, Detroit, Pittsburgh, Braddock) alongside Dargan’s comments about the point of sympathy
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at the end (right after those cities are mentioned). What does that tell you about the purpose and
effect of allusion in both media?
3. Depending on class time, have students complete this exercise in class or at home:
WRITING PROMPT
Pick a place you want to know more about. It can be a city, building, or any other kind of place, but
avoid anything bigger than a city. Research its past. Find a person, event, or era connected to that
place that sticks out to you. Then, research that person, event, or era. Finally, write a poem telling
the story of that part of the place’s history. Be sure to use allusions to people, ideas, etc. in order to
tell the history, but make the references “covert, implied, or indirect.”

